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July 2009 

 
 
"Attempt great things for God and expect great  

things from God!"      William Carey 
 

“Spirit prompted …Spirit led people.” 
Mark Batterson, Author of Wild Goose Chase 
 

 
Hello my friends!  

 

The last six months have been a whirlwind with three trips to four countries and 

six conferences with over 2,000 pastors and leaders in attendance! God has 
accomplished so much for His glory and your 

prayers have made all the difference! It has been 
a true joy to witness the Holy Spirit at work!  

 
Just before leaving for Kenya in June, I finished 

reading the book, “Wild Goose Chase; 

Reclaiming the Adventure of Pursuing God,” 
by Pastor Mark Batterson.  Ancient Celtic 

Christians described the Holy Spirit by using the 
phrase “the wild goose.”  Batterson says the 

analogy is used because “the Spirit cannot be 
tracked or tamed.”  In John 3:8, Jesus said to Nicodemus, “The wind blows where 

it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and 
where it goes.  So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”  Think of the great 

adventure that was lived out in the book of Acts by the early believers 
who followed passionately the leading of the Holy Spirit!  My 

encouragement to you is to pursue God with all the passion and fervor 
you can muster!  Reading “Wild Goose Chase” has only furthered my passion in 
learning to live the Spirit driven and Spirit led life!      

 

Kenya 2009  
In June, I was blessed with the 

opportunity to partner again with 
Global Advance to do two pastors 

and leaders conferences in Kenya.  
As always, the Lord put 

together an amazing team for 
an incredible time of ministry. 

I’m pictured here with Jason 
Holland, International Director of 

Global Advance; Lakeshore 
Church members Bob Weise, 

Gavin Audagnotti, and Darin Jennings. We had a team of ten but these men were 

the main teachers at the conferences.  
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The Kibera Slum of Nairobi 

Our first full day in Kenya was spent visiting 
and serving the kids in the Kibera Slum.  What 

an experience!  Driving up to Christian 
Ministries in Africa’s feeding site was 

extremely humbling! There are no words 
to describe the sights, sounds and smells 

of the moment!  We were immediately met 
by hundreds of children as we pulled up in our 

vehicles; each child reaching for a hand to hold 
and escort in.  CMIA has been granted 

funds to feed one meal of high protein 
porridge to about 500 children per day. It 

was an honor to serve these precious little 
ones cup after cup of porridge and I knew that for many this could be their only 

meal of the day.  It brought to mind Jesus’ 

words in Matt. 25:40b, “I say to you, 
inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of 

these my brethren, you did it to me.” (NKJV)   
 

The Kibera Slum is a massive valley, 
housing a million people in rusted tin 

roofed dwellings.  It is reported to be one 
of the largest slums in the world.  You can 

see it on “Google Earth,” but truly it is much 
more than any pictures can portray. Psalm 

72:4 says, “May He vindicate the afflicted of 
the people, save the children of the needy 

and crush the oppressor.”  This reveals the 
compassionate heart of God.  He is for the fatherless, the needy, the poor and 

the outcast and we could sense His pleasure as we served the children that day.  

 
Nakuru, Kenya  

The four hour drive to Nakuru was beautiful, like 
driving through a game park because of the 

spectacular animals and breathtaking views we saw 
along the way. Our first stop was at CMIA’s boys 

home where orphan boys ages 7-15 live.  This is 
the home that was threatened last year when 

two ethnic tribes were warring.  It became a 
haven of refuge for so many because it is surrounded 

by a large wall.   When people’s lives were 
threatened and their homes were burning, they 

literally threw their children and furniture over the 
wall for protection.  Hundreds of people took refuge 

here. The Lord proved to be their refuge and 

strength, a very present help in times of trouble.  
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Nakuru Conference 

We were incredibly blessed by the 
sound of close to 400 pastors and 

leaders worshipping when we 
arrived at the conference center in 

Nakuru!  I know you were praying 
because the Spirit of God came with 

great power and anointing throughout 
the entire two and a half days of 
conference.  It was awesome once again 

to watch the Lord weave together His 
Word through the messages of each of 

the speakers.  Many people came forward in response to the challenges given 

and at the close of the conference we prayed for each one an impartation of 
wisdom and power to carry out the great commission in Kenya.   

 
Gitaru Conference 

In Gitaru, a suburb of Nairobi, 260 pastors and leaders gathered for two days to 
be trained and equipped with God’s Word.  Jason Holland began the conference 

with a powerful story! He and his wife Anna were in Gitaru last year for a 
conference and were approached by an 80 year old seasoned pastor who asked if 

he could pray for them. They expressed their great desire for another child 
because they had delivered a baby still born the previous year.  Jason knew 

that same pastor was sitting on the front row at this year’s conference, 
so with great joy he shared how God had allowed them to conceive just a 

month after they returned and that now they have a month old baby boy, 
named Judah!  The crowd erupted with praise and tears filled my eyes over 

God’s goodness and grace!  You can check out my Facebook page to see a video 

clip of this 80 year old pastor dancing in worship!  
 

Another special highlight for me in Gitaru 
was closing out the last day of 

conference with Global Advance’s 
threefold challenge.  At each 

conference they give a challenge to 
read the Bible and pray every day, to 

plant a church in the next twelve 
months, and to go as a missionary to 

another culture, city or country with 
the gospel.  The whole crowd responded 

by raising a hand for challenge number 
one; over 40 people stood for challenge number two and 15 came forward for the 

third challenge.  It was so exciting!  The man who had been translating faithfully 

for me throughout the day stepped off the stage and stood with those responding 
to the call to go as a missionary!  Again it brought tears to my eyes!  The Spirit 

of God was doing an amazing work all over the room!  Please pray for an 
abundance of fruit to come from these decisions.  Praise the Lord! 
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SE Asia, September 2009 

At the end of September, I will be leading a team 
to Southeast Asia, putting on conferences in 

Cambodia, Vietnam and Thailand.  Kathy and 
three other women will be joining us in Cambodia, 

to teach and train the pastor’s wives and minister 
to the women and children in the villages. Please 

pray with us as we seek God for the planning 
and provision of $30,000 to cover these 

three conferences. We are confident the Lord 
will provide for this incredible ministry 

opportunity.  (This picture was taken by Barry 
Hartman on our last trip to Cambodia.) 

 
Summer Schedule 

This summer I will be staying home to catch 

up on things that need my attention, as well 
as prepare for my next two large trips; 

Southeast Asia in September/October, and 
Uganda in December/January.   I also hope to 

get refreshed personally and to spend some good time with my bride of 30 years!  
Praise the Lord for a godly wife like Kathy!  I could not have done all this without 

her! Also, I will be preaching at a couple of churches, speaking at a retreat and 
teaching at several men’s groups.  I have been so busy the first six months of the 

year that I will be giving much needed attention to raising the support that is 
lacking in our monthly budget as well as the funds needed for upcoming trips.  

Thank you for doing this journey with me!  Let me encourage you to 
chase after “the wild goose!!” 

 
Lifting up the Name of Jesus, all for the Glory of God! 

 

 
 

 
 

Joel Madson 
Vice President 
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